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revenues of the state to pay the interest on the advances.
After the conquest of Chios, Vignoso established a com-
mittee of the subscribers, who administered the govern-
ment of the island, and collected the revenues under the
sovereignty of the republic of Genoa. This s pecies of joint
stock company received the name of the Maona of Scio.
The republic being unable to pay the advances of the
subscribers, a convention was concluded between the state
and the Maona, by which the latter were recognised as
lawful shareholders of the island for a term of twenty
years, during which time the government reserved to
itself the right of resuming the grant of the island, on
paying the capital of 23,000 livres due to the Maona.
The government never fulfilled its promise, and the
greater part of the shares falling into the hands of the
family of the Justiniani, the joint stock company of Scio
was generally called the Maona of the Justiniani. The
great source of wealth of this company arose from the
monopoly which it enjoyed on certain articles of produce of
the island; these consisting chiefly of wine> fruit, and silk.

The Genoese joint stock company governed Chios fear
two hundred and twenty years, when it fell under the
rule of the Ottoman Empire, about the year 1566. The
island at that time served as a place of refuge for fugi-
tive slaves, and as a place of refreshment for the Chris-
tian corsairs. In 1694 Chios again fell for a short time
into the hands of the Venetians; but the Turks very soon
afterwards regained possession of it,

No gold coins of the Maona of Chios have ever been
found, although the Justimani boasted of possessing the
right of coining gold ducats, of which privilege they doubt-
less availed themselves.

!Hte early type of the silver coins of Chios under the